


a deep awareness of our own sin. We become
convicted that we are indeed sinners who
deserve the just punishment of God (John 16:7-
11). Scripture describes this experience in the
following ways: pierced to the heart (Acts
2:37), cut to the quick (Acts 7:54), or smitten of
conscience. Usually, a great fear of the Lord
comes upon the sinner, such that he begins to
see the true nature of his own sinfulness in the
light of God’s awesome holiness (Phil.2:12-13;
Isaiah 6:1-7). This revelation makes the sinner
view his sin, which he once considered a free-
dom to enjoy, now a great weight and burden in
his life from which he longs to be freed. His sin
becomes like a millstone around his neck,
pulling him downward to greater depths of sin,
despair, and destruction. He is sin-weary and
heavy-laden with its consequences. In his des-
peration, he realizes he cannot save himself.
His cry for help from this predicament is what
prepares him for the Savior.

II. Godly Sorrow (Producing Repentance)

“For the sorrow that is according to the will of
God produces repentance without regret,
leading to  salvation; but the sorrow of the
world produces death.” – II Corinthians 7:10

The second stage of this salvation experience
happens when the sinner is overcome by true
remorse for his sins. He feels regret for having
committed such atrocities against God and his
fellow man. Scripture distinguishes between
two kinds of sorrow; godly and worldly.
Whereas, godly sorrow produces a repentance
that leads to salvation, worldly sorrow simply
produces death. Worldly sorrow is nothing
more than the natural emotional response of
having been caught in our sin, regretting its
loss, and suffering its consequences. In other
words, worldly sorrow is grief over having to
give up sin and worldliness. Godly sorrow, on
the other hand, is not natural. It is a gift from
God, an activity of the Holy Spirit, whereby
Divine  pressure is placed on our hearts that we
might become broken and grieved over sin
itself. We begin to hate sin and what it has done
to God, ourselves, and others. Such sorrow, the
Bible reveals, produces an earnestness to
change, an indignation against sin, a vindica-
tion and avenging of all past wrong, and a zeal
for all that is right and godly (II Corinthians
7:11).

III. Joy of Salvation

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me
away from Thy presence, and do not take Thy
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of
Thy salvation.” – Psalm 51:10-12     

What began as great conviction of sin, was then
followed by godly remorse over the same, now
concludes in fulness of joy as the soul experi-
ences release from its moral bondage (Romans
6:15-18), forgiveness & cleansing from the
guilt of sin (I John 1:9), the expectation of life
eternal (Romans 6:23), and a new found rela-
tionship with God Himself  – (John 17:3)

The Evidences of Salvation

Although salvation is personal, it is not private.
And though its inner workings are unseen, its
outward changes are visible to all. Hence, there
is an inward evidence known only to the one
who actually experiences it, and there are out-
ward evidences that lead observers to conclude,
though not with absolute certainty, that he or
she is saved. 

I. The Inward Evidence (Witness of the Spirit)

“... you have received a spirit of adoption as
sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God.” 
– Romans 8:15-16

When one has truly repented of his sins and
believed in Jesus Christ, he receives the gift of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39) as a promise or
pledge of his future inheritance (Ephesians
1:13-14), who for the present inhabits or dwells
within him (Romans 8:11). Since God (through
His Spirit) has taken up residency within him,
he alone knows if he has been saved. The Holy
Spirit will bear witness with his own spirit that
he is a child of God having been adopted into
His family. The Apostle John wrote his first
epistle in order that those who read it might dis-
cern whether they know God and whether they
possess eternal life (I John 5:13). The phrase
“by this we know” is used each time by John as
an identifying mark of a true believer. “And by
this we know that we have come to know Him,
if we keep His commandments (I John 2:3).”
“By this we know that we abide in Him and he
in us, because He has given us of His Spirit (I
John 4:13). The preceding verse is the key to
how he knows. It says, “... if we love one anoth-
er, God abides in us, and His love is perfected
in him.” “By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and
observe (keep) His commandments (I John
5:2).” John states that whoever believes that
Jesus is the Christ is born of God (I John 5:1).
The inward evidence that he has been born of
God and knows God is that he loves Him, loves
others and keeps His commandments.” (See I
John 2:3-6; I John 4:7-8; 11-16; I John 5:1-5;
18-21) Furthermore, we are told, “let us not

love with word or with tongue, but in deed and
truth. We shall know by this (love in deed &
truth) that we are of the truth, and shall assure
our heart before Him,...” Assurance of our sal-
vation, of right relationship with God, and of
our being born of His Spirit is a function of the
heart and a witness of the Spirit. The heart
either condemns itself or affirms the confidence
it has before God (I John 3:21-23).” This inner
revelation of the true state of the soul is often
called the Security of the Believer. This heart
assurance or security of salvation is properly
the responsibility of the Holy Spirit, and not
that of any other man – (I Peter 1:3-5).

II. The Outward Evidence

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of works, that no one
should boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we should walk
in them” – Ephesians 2:8-10
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self- control; ...” 
– Galatians 5:22-23

The initial evidence of salvation or receiving
the Holy Spirit is known only to the new
Believer, but in time the evidence for this new
experience will show; it will be manifested in
the outward life for all to see. Although we are
not saved as a result of our works, we do
become a part of His workmanship, so that we
are created for good works. In other words,
works do not produce our faith or justify our
past grievances before God, but they are a by-
product of the kind of faith that does saves us.
Hence, the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives does not simply confirm our salvation, it
conforms our life to that of Christ and His char-
acter (Romans 8:29). Love, patience, kindness,
faithfulness, self-control and more are the fruit
of the Spirit that is manifest in our lives
(Galatians 5:22-23). Furthermore, Scripture
proclaims that we have become partakers of the
divine nature (II Peter 1:4); that is, we have
escaped the corruption that is in the world and
through diligence have applied to our faith the
following qualities: moral excellence, knowl-
edge, self-control, perseverance, godliness,
brotherly kindness, and love (II Peter 1:5-7).
This is why Paul can say, “if any man is in
Christ, he is a new creature, old things (sin)
passed away; behold, new things (virtue) have
come (II Corinthians 5:17).” Therefore, salva-
tion, knowing God and being born of His
Spirit, all carry the evidence of an internal wit-
ness along with an outwardly changed life.
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